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and despair at the King's espousal of his new wife,
who is not nearly so good-looking as she is; besides
that there is no hope of her (Katharine) having
issue, seeing that she had none by her two former
husbands." l
As we have seen, Katharine  had all her life
belonged   to   the   Catholic   party,   of  which  the
northern nobles were the leaders; and doubtless
this fact had secured for her marriage the ready
acquiescence of Gardiner and his friends; especially
when coupled with the attachment known to exist
between the bride and  the  Princess Mary.    But
Katharine had studied hard, and was devoted to
the " new learning/' which had suddenly become
fashionable for high-born ladies.   The Latin classics,
the writings of Erasmus, of Juan Luis Vives, and
others were the daily solace of the few ladies in Eng-
land who had at this time been seized with the new
craze of culture; Katharine, the King's daughters,
his grand-nieces the Greys,  and the daughters of
Sir Anthony Cook, being especially versed in classics,
languages, philosophy,  and theology.    The  "new
learning" had been, and was still to be, for the most
1 Spanish. State Papers, Calendar, vol. 6, part 2. The author of the
Chronicle of Henry VII L (Guaras) says that the King" ordered Anne to come
to the wedding1, but if that be the case there is no record of her presence ;
though all the other guests and witnesses are enumerated in the notarial
deed attesting the marriage. The Spanish chronicler puts into Anne's
mouth, as a sign of her indifference, a somewhat ill-natured gibe at the
** burden that Madam Katharine hath taken upon herself," explaining that
she referred to the King's immense bulk. " The King was so fat that such
a man had never been seen. Three of the biggest men that could be found
could get inside his doublet/' Anne's trouble with regard to her brother
was soon at an end. The Emperor's troops crushed him completely, and
in September he begged for mercy on his knees, receiving- the disputed
duchies from Charles as an imperial fief. Anne's mother, who had stoutly
resisted the Emperor's claims upon hey duchies, died of grief during the
campaign.